The quality of patient care often varies based on numerous factors, including health care setting, geographic location, access to medications, insurance coverage, and treatment protocols. Variations in health care are well established, and often lead to different services having varied outcomes depending on location.
will be 100% concordant with NCCN Guidelines and will leverage the pathways development process pioneered by The US Oncology Network's Level I Pathways and Pathways Task Force.
NCCN Guidelines are recognized as the gold standard across the industry. This collaboration builds on that standard by pairing the guidelines with new pathways to create a single set of content that we believe will enhance national best practices for optimal patient care and value-based outcomes in a completely transparent process. We also believe that the physician-led approach to developing meaningful clinical content-including rigorous peer review and updates based on the best science available-is a natural match between our organizations and that our complementary expertise will enable us as an industry to measure, track, and drive quality cancer care using the best, most up-to-date medicine.
Value Pathways powered by NCCN will be available in the spring of 2013 as part of the clinical quality and regimen support system. This first-of-its-kind software will allow physicians to access evidence-based content and review treatment options and their relevant clinical attributes against both Value Pathways and NCCN Guidelines at the point of care, integrated within their workflow. By creating this new technology, the system will allow oncologists access to up-to-date, peer-reviewed, evidence-based practice guidelines for cancer detection, prevention, and risk reduction; biomarker recommendations; and diagnosis, treatment, and supportive care for a multitude of disease sites. The clinical quality and regimen support system will be compatible with multiple leading electronic health record systems. In this way, we anticipate the Value Pathways powered by NCCN to increase efficiency within each practice, as well as quality and cost-effectiveness.
We are excited to work with McKesson Specialty Health and The US Oncology Network to offer Value Pathways and the NCCN Guidelines within the clinical quality and regimen support system. The NCCN Guidelines and the Level I Pathways have helped clinicians and payers address variations in treatment and improve oncology cost trends by emphasizing evidence and focusing on the quality of care. We aim to use our combined expertise to continue this mission and enhance care by offering one standard set of content, through a new accessible format.
